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“Merck More than a Mother” addresses infertility
challenges and solutions in Africa in partnership
with International Federation Fertility Societies
(IFFS)




“Merck More than a Mother” engages policy makers and healthcare
providers to define interventions to address infertility prevention
and management in Africa
Define policies to regulate ART in Africa starting with Kenya,
Uganda and Nigeria
Empowering of infertile women socially and economically through
“Empowering Berna” Project.

New Delhi, India – Merck, a leading science and technology company, through
"Merck More than a Mother" in partnership with the International Federation of
Fertility Societies- IFFS conducted a high level panel and addressed infertility
challenges and solutions in Africa at the opening ceremony of the World Congress
of (IFFS) held in New Delhi, India. The high

level

panel

of ministers,

parliamentarians and global fertility experts from IFFS and Africa Fertility Society
highlighted lack of access to regulated fertility care and awareness about infertility
management and widespread stigma of infertile women as some of the key
challenges in Africa.

The panel called for increased efforts to improve access to regulated fertility care
through the development of artificial reproductive therapy (ART) laws and
regulations and to empower infertile women through access to education and
information. They also supported the training of African embryologists and
discussed different interventions to remove the infertility stigma and create a
culture shift and change of mind set.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWG2UZcV2uU
Watch this video for a summary of the high level panel discussion on infertility
challenges and solutions in Africa
The high level panel including Hon. Sarah Opendi, Minister of Health, Uganda;
Hon. Betty Amongi, Uganda’s Minister of Lands, Housing and Urban Development
and Chair of Uganda Women Parliamentarian Association; Hon. Julia DuncanCassell, Minister of Gender, Liberia; Hon. Joyce Lay, Member of Parliament,
Kenya; Dr. Patrick Amoth, Senior Deputy Director of Medical Services, Ministry of
Health, Kenya; Prof. Joe Leigh Simpson, Former President of International
Federation of Fertility Societies (IFFS); Prof. Richard Kennedy, President of IFFS;
Prof. Oladapo Ashiru, President of Africa Fertility Society; Dr. James Olobo-Lalobo,
Vice-President of Africa Fertility Society, Uganda and Dr. Rasha Kelej, Chief Social
Officer, Merck Healthcare supported the implementation of “Merck More than a
Mother’s” strategic objectives and interventions across Africa.

To read more about www.merckmorethanamother.com
“The aim of “Merck More than a Mother” is to empower infertile women in Africa
through improving access to education, information and health and change of
mind-set and in case they cannot be treated the campaign is empowering them
economically and socially through “Empowering Berna” Project so that they can be
independent and re-build their own lives,” said Dr. Rasha Kelej, Chief Social
Officer, Merck Healthcare.
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“In Uganda, between 15-20% of couples fail to conceive. The number of fertility
clinics in the country to address this problem are few and expensive. Together
with “Merck More than a Mother” in Uganda we are creating awareness that
infertility can be prevented and that to improve access, fertility care can be
integrated into the already existing public reproductive healthcare services which
will be cost effective as the infrastructure is already there. In addition we are
building a hospital for Women Health where we will dedicate an IVF center to
provide couples with affordable and effective treatment with the support of Merck
to train the future staff,” said Hon. Sarah Opendi, the Minister of Health, Uganda.
“In our culture, a woman is always blamed for infertility. She carry’s the shame,
embarrassment and tears in private. We need to create awareness by providing
information and education on infertility so that both men and women can talk
about it. “Merck More than a Mother” campaign has opened discussions on
infertility and is talking about solutions and interventions available,” said Hon.
Joyce Lay, Member of Parliament, Kenya.

At the meeting Merck showed a few videos of African infertile women who shared
their stories of suffering due to failing to have children and their transformation
after meeting Merck more than a Mother team who helped empower them socially
and economically.

Watch the story of Grace Kambini

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkVVbGzUJJo
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Watch the story of Jackline Mwende

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=niMNO-jz0yA
Speaking on the need to create a culture shift, Hon. Julia Duncan Cassell, Minister
of Gender, Liberia said: “We should look at a woman as more than a mother. It is
not always the fault of the woman when there is no child, but in our culture it is.
We need to speak out as both men and women can be affected by infertility.
Violence and stigma against infertile women should not be tolerated. We need to
change our culture, tradition, attitude and mind-set. These can be modified and
changed. We hope the “Merck More than a Mother” initiative can be extended to
other African countries so that awareness can increase and know that infertility
can be caused by many factors and that with the right information it can be
prevented.”
“In the African culture, marriage gives a woman the right to property and land.
When they don’t bear children they are disinherited and when they go back home
there

is

also

nothing

for

them.

Therefore,

empowering

infertile

women

economically and socially as “Merck More than a Mother” is doing is important
because most of them have nowhere to go. This enables them to sustain
themselves and with the information they are given they become change agents in
their communities,” said Hon. Betty Amongi, Minister of Lands, Housing and Urban
Development, Uganda.

Prof. Joe Leigh Simpson, President of IFFS supported the need and importance of
building fertility care capacity in Africa. “We in high resource countries have an
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obligation to provide education, service and translate in the shortest period of time
the advances that are being made in our labs to middle and low resource
countries”.
“IFFS has an important role to support “Merck More than a Mother”. We agree that
education is essential and that we will support the education and training
initiatives necessary in Africa to develop capacity for infertility treatment,” said
Prof. Richard Kennedy, President elect of IFFS.
“In Nigeria people who come into our clinics are afraid because they don’t want
people to know they are taking fertility treatment. In most of these cases only
women seek treatment for infertility and not the men. People prefer to seek help
elsewhere and by the time they come for medical help it is too late. We are happy
that “Merck More than a Mother” campaign is being launched in Nigeria and in
Africa to create a culture shift that will enable people to seek proper treatment for
infertility and that there is respect for womanhood than motherhood,” emphasized
Prof. Oladapo Ashiru, President Africa Fertility Society.

Dr. Patrick Amoth, Senior Deputy Director of Medical Services, Ministry of Health
Kenya pledged support for the work that “Merck More than a Mother” is doing in
Kenya. “The Ministry will play a key role in developing policy and guidelines to
implement the ART law to ensure standards and regulations are maintained to
protect couples seeking fertility treatment from exploitation,” he emphasized.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pt4ZT3mupZs
Watch this video for a long version of the high level panel discussion on infertility
challenges and solutions in Africa
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All Merck Press Releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they become available on the
Merck Website. Please go to www.merckgroup.com/subscribe to register online, change your selection
or discontinue this service.
About Merck
Merck is a leading science and technology company in healthcare, life science and performance
materials. Around 50,000 employees work to further develop technologies that improve and enhance
life – from biopharmaceutical therapies to treat cancer or multiple sclerosis, cutting-edge systems for
scientific research and production, to liquid crystals for smartphones and LCD televisions. In 2015,
Merck generated sales of € 12.85 billion in 66 countries.
Founded in 1668, Merck is the world's oldest pharmaceutical and chemical company. The founding
familyremains the majority owner of the publicly listed corporate group. Merck, Darmstadt, Germany
holds the global rights to the Merck name and brand. The only exceptions are the United States and
Canada, where the company operates as EMD Serono, MilliporeSigma and EMD Performance Materials.
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